The Mpf cells' chromosome number being equivalent to the ferret's diploid chromosome number is unusual inasmuch as long-term cultivation of mammalian cells in vitro results frequently in heteroploidy {17,18). Although more detailed cytogenetic analyses have revealed that these Mpf cells possess altered chromosomes (16) , the cells' ability to grow indefinitely upon continuous cultivation suggests that heteroploidy is not required for ferret cells to acquire an infinite growth potential. The inability of these Mpf cells to form colonies in agarose or in medium containing less than 7°-/0 lamb serum also suggests that these cells have not been transformed by a virus.
